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" But this no one would say of beings produced and
created; for neither when the Father worketh does any
one of the angels, or any other of created beings, work
the things; for no one of such beings is an effective
cause, but they themselves belong to things produced.
The angels then, as it is written, are ministering spirits
sent to minister; and the gifts given by Him through
the Word they announce to those who receive them."

Now if the invocation of angels had been practised by
the Church at that time, can it be for a moment be-
lieved, that a man of such a mind as was the mind of
Athanasius, a mind strong, clear, logical, cultivated with
ardent zeal for the doctrines of the Church, and fervent
piety, would have suffered such passages as these to fall
from him, without one saving clause in favour of the
invocation of angels ? He tells us in the most unqua-
lified manner, that they act merely as ministers ; ready
indeed, and rejoicing to be employed on errands of mercy,
but not going one step without the commands of the
Lord, or doing one thing beyond his word. Had the idea
been familiar to the mind of Athanasius, of the lawful-
ness, the duty, the privilege, the benefit of invoking
them, would he have avoided the introduction of some
words to prevent his expressions from being misunder-
stood and misapplied, as subsequent writers did long
before the time when the denial of the doctrine might
seem to have made such precaution more necessary ?

I close then the catalogue of our witnesses before
the Council of Nicasa with the testimony of St. Atha-
nasius ; whose genuine and acknowledged works afford
not one jot or tittle in support of the doctrine and
practice of the invocation of angels and saints, as now
insisted upon by the Church of Rome; and the direct